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No Settling Down No Children? Research on the Effect of
Housing on Fertility and Desire in People of Reproductive Age

LI Yonghui' > SHEN Bolan' LI Xiaogin®
1. Xiangtan University Xiangtan 411105
2. Hunan University of Finance and Economics Changsha 410205

Abstract: This article is motivated by the stylized facts such as “housing difficulties’ “reluctance to have children” that
Chinese families face. It uses China Family Panel Studies ( CFPS) and instrumental variable method to estimate the effect of
two types of housing—security housing with no property right and privately—owned housing—on people’ s fertility desire in the
reproductive age. It finds both types of accommodation showed a positive effect on conceiving kids. The paper also finds signifi—
cant heterogeneity associated with mobility age education and housing—purchasing experience. The results confirm the spillo—
ver effect of “settling down” on fertility desire and provide the empirical evidence for China in the new period to deepen hous—
ing system reform which is designed to realize “housing for everyone” and to promote fertility desire and overcome the “low
fertility trap”.

Key Words: security housing; property right housing; fertility desire; instrumental variable method

( ; J( ; )

e8] ¢



