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Settling Down or Lodging in Cities? A Comparative Study of
Living Conditions among Internal Migrants in China

He Zhaohua Yang Juhua

Abstract: Drawing on data from the 2005 National One Percent Population Survey and utilizing
multilevel modeling technique this paper examines the living conditions among internal migrants in
China. By highlighting the fypes and the locations of hukou its primary goal is to disentangle institution—
al and structural barriers from individual demographic and socioeconomic effects. Analytical results indi—
cate that controlling other factors does not overshadow the effect of migration status on the living condi-
tions of migrants and a significant disadvantage of rural-urban migrants is detected. It is clear that na-
tional policies that urge local governments to embrace rural-urban migrants in the agenda of housing
welfare have not achieved desired outcomes and perhaps even exacerbated their poor living conditions
by posing various restrictions to the housing market. Migration as an individual and /or household strat—
egy while enhancing employment opportunities and income does not necessarily bring about a better
living condition for rural-urban migrants. However results do support the link between social mobility
and spatial mobility in that urban-urban migrants are able to translate their socioeconomic achieve—
ments info a befter living condition. Also consistent with the interpretation of standard assimilation
models duration of residence at destination has a strong influence on the response variable pointing
to the diversity of experiences and contexts of arrival for different types of population.
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1
Table 1 Distribution of Single Indicators of Living Condition for the
Full Sample and by Migration Status Mean %

0.73 0. 81 0.63 0. 80 0.55

) 22.22 25. 68 18.22 26.31 14.10

89. 06 90. 45 87.45 92.03 85.10

10. 94 9.55 12.55 7.97 14.90

69. 83 73.23 65. 88 78.79 59.27

4.12 4.20 4.02 4.13 3.96

13.78 15.50 11.78 8.83 13.30

6.17 6.19 6.15 3.51 7.50

6.10 0. 88 12.17 4.73 15.98

54.17 64.43 42.25 67.27 29.43

3.35 1.44 5.57 3.16 6. 80

17.97 18.35 17.52 14. 19 19.22

5.94 3.11 9.24 4.06 11.89

18.58 12. 68 25.43 11.32 32.66

3.74 2.98 4.63 3.86 5.03

48. 31 59.25 35.60 61.70 22.23

8.20 5.05 11.87 5.34 15.22

39.74 32.72 47.89 29.10 57.52

8.72 4.18 13.99 7.61 17.26

91.28 95.82 80. 61 92.39 82.74

78.17 92.52 61.49 83.81 50. 05

4.13 1. 68 6.98 3.83 8.60

17.70 5.80 31.53 12.35 41.35

18. 89 25.60 11. 09 11.21 11.02

16. 87 20.72 12.39 26.16 5.33

6.23 9.47 2.46 5.31 1.00

17. 31 27.31 5.69 13.72 1.58

9.40 9.76 8.98 9.77 8.57

20. 30 2.61 40. 86 23.72 49. 64

11.01 4.54 18.53 10. 09 22.86
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Figure 1 Index Scores of Living Condition for the Full Sample and by Migration Status
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2
Figure 2 Distribution of the Index Scores of Living Condition for the Full Sample and by Migration Status
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Figure 3 Distribution of the Index Scores of Living Condition by Migration Status
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Table 2 Correlation between the Index Scores of Living
Condition and Migration Characteristics
0.5~2 42.20 58.95 35.86
3-~5 47.24 62. 61 38.57
5 49. 60 61.92 41.70
39.50 54.65 36.23
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69. 36 70.77 60. 71
57.25 64. 45 51.07
56. 95 63.96 46. 30
57.02 63. 86 46.49
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38.00 54.97 34.79
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3
Table 3 Multilevel Linear Model Results of the Index Scores of Living Condition for the Full Sample
1 2
-10. 67 0.05 Sokok — —
( = )
- — — -2.74 0. 06 Yook
- — — -18.81 0. 06 Sk
(16 ~26 = )
27 ~34 3.28 0.08 ok 2.06 0.07 Fokk
35 ~44 4.79 0. 08 Solok 3.15 0. 08 Jokok
45 ~55 7.30 0.09 Sokoke 4.81 0.09 Jokck
2.45 0.05 ok 2.14 0.04 Jokk
1.71 0. 10 Solok 1.47 0.10 Sokok
1.25 0.07 Sokoke 1.54 0.07 Fokk
( = )
3.32 0.08 Sokk 1.59 0.08 Sk
9.36 0.09 Jokoke 5.18 0.09 Jokk
14. 00 0. 10 Solok 8.56 0.10 Sokok
( = )
-1.34 0.09 Sokok -1.28 0.09 Jokok
3.38 0.07 Solok 2.54 0.07 Jokok
4.09 0.08 Yokok 3.04 0.07 Yook
0.51 0.08 Sokok 0.35 0. 08 Jokok
( = )
-0.28 0.07 Yokok -1.00 0. 06 Yook
1.78 0.07 Sokok 1.24 0.07 Jokok
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0. 06 0.00 Sokok 0.05 0.00 Jokok
0.18 0.00 Sokok 0.16 0. 00 Jolok
( = )
-3.98 1.59 * -4.54 1.57 *k
-4.24 1.58 Yok -5.42 1. 56 Yook
-0.98 1.49 -1.34 1.47
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0.78 1.57 0.83 1.55
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28.50 1.43 Hokok 37.80 1.41 Jokck
4.22 0.17 4.16 0.17
13. 69 0.01 13. 68 0.01
0.24 0.23
344 344
433356 433356
Log likelihood —-1771535. 40 —-1749384. 60
Wald chi2 223767.19 294487. 09

: Sk p <0.001; %k p <0.01; * p<0.05.
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