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Real Estate Tax Reform in China: The Evolution Process
Key Issues and the Research Dilemma

Xie Wenting & Qu Weidong
( School of Public Administration Renmin University of China Beijing)

Abstract: This paper discusses the path of Chinas real estate tax reform by using the relevant literature since 2003. It is found
that Chinas real estate tax reform has entered the stage of preparation for implementation but it is facing a real dilemma. One of
the key problems is that the theoretical choice of real estate tax has not been decided yet. The lack of a unified theoretical support
of the relevant research does not have the same starting point real estate tax function positioning is unclear and tax system de—
signs emerge endlessly without feasibility. This paper argues that compared with the American model the real estate tax system
based on the “principle of benefit” and learning from the models of Britain and Hong Kong of China is more accurate in its func—
tional orientation which can reduce the difficulty of the implementation of real estate tax in China.
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